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I wish to go to  
Walt Disney World® Resorts
Jaydah, 5
leukemia
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Together, we create life-changing 
wishes for children with 

critical illnesses.



“It freed him up to be a kid again  - no stress, no worries, just all play.”

“It was so nice to be in a place where people wanted to show you love.”

“In all 13 years of her life, this is the pinnacle of her happiness.”

“We spent 26 nights in the hospital thinking and dreaming of what to wish for.” 

“What gives me hope is knowing that we are not walking down this road alone.”

“This is so much more than I expected.”

“This wish was exactly what our family needed.”

“This was the best thing for our family, at the most opportune time.”

“His illness didn’t come on this trip with us.”

I wish to be...

I wish to meet...

I wish to go...

I wish to have...

I wish to give...



We are celebrating 35 years (and counting) of creating life-changing wishes for children with critical illnesses 
in Colorado. Over the course of the last year, we granted 270 wishes of every kind imaginable. Our wish kids 
wished for trips that took them all over, from New Zealand to New York City, and of course, Walt Disney World 
Resorts! They wished for room makeovers, shopping sprees, puppies and treehouses. They wished to meet 
their favorite athletes, YouTube stars and princesses. One little girl even wished to be famous... but more on 
that later! 

Wishes are unique, powerful and life-changing. When a wish is granted, a 
child replaces fear with confidence, sadness with joy, and anxiety with 
hope. Research shows children who have wishes granted build the 
physical and emotional strength needed to fight a critical illness.  A wish 
transforms the lives of children, their families, volunteers, supporters, 
medical professionals, and entire communities. 

It is because of supporters like you that we have been able to grant 
wishes for the past 35 years. Join us as we continue along our journey  
to grant the wish of every eligible child and thank you for helping us  
transform lives, one wish at a time.

Sincerely,

The Impact of a Wish

Joan Mazak
President, Founder & CEO
Make-A-Wish® Colorado



Gabby is an energetic, bubbly and confident young girl who has leukemia. Though her illness has altered her 
life, it hasn’t dampened her indomitable spirit or one-of-a-kind fashion sense. This girl is so fabulous, she gets 
dressed up for chemo! That’s Gabby - no matter the circumstances, she still shines in her own unique way.

Gabby was referred to Make-A-Wish Colorado to have her one true wish granted. That wish? To be famous.

What did being famous mean to Gabby? She had some ideas. It meant signing autographs, taking pictures 
with her fans, walking around with her entourage and having her own bodyguards. Beyond that, fame brought 
something to Gabby that cancer had taken away. According to Gabby, being famous gave her and her family a 
chance to “focus on the good stuff instead of the scary stuff.”

During her wish weekend, Gabby’s star power grew and grew! The family stayed in a hotel downtown in the 
penthouse suite, where they enjoyed panoramic views of the city and mountains, as well as room service and a 
monogrammed robe for Gabby. She rode around town in a pink limo, got a makeover and had a shopping spree 
with her very own personal shopper! She even hosted a meet-and-greet for her fans where she autographed  
headshots and posed for photos all night long.

Gabby’s wish culminated with her biggest idea yet: a party hosted in her honor to celebrate her fame with all 
her family and friends. Her guests danced around the ballroom and enjoyed a menu of Gabby’s favorite foods: 
chicken fingers and french fries, along with a cotton candy machine and cake. Attendees even had a chance to 
craft their own cat ear headbands to mimic Gabby’s signature look! The party was so special to Gabby because 
she was able to just be her goofy, fun-loving self, not the girl with cancer.

Although her wish experience is over, Gabby’s fame remains. She’s known as the girl with red lipstick and cat 
ear headbands whose infectious laughter and remarkable strength captured the hearts of an entire community 
of fans who all helped #MakeGabbyFamous.

I wish to be famous!



I wish to  
be famous
Gabby, 8
leukemia



I wish to meet 
an alligator
Ryland, 8
cystic fibrosis



Ryland is an animal-loving eight year old. Despite living in a landlocked state, his favorite animal is the alligator! 
When he heard about his opportunity to have a wish granted by Make-A-Wish Colorado, he decided that instead 
of meeting someone special, he would meet something special… an alligator! His wish took him and his family to 
Florida to have a special alligator-filled vacation!

The first stop on the gator itinerary was Zoo Miami. Ryland and his family had a private tour with an energetic 
and lively guide who made sure Ryland saw all the good stuff. The time spent at the zoo made Ryland feel like the 
luckiest kid in the world. He was even on the local news!

The heart of Ryland’s wish was, of course, meeting alligators. The best place to do that in Florida? The 
Everglades! The tour was perfect. Ryland and the crew spent the afternoon whizzing through the water and 
scoping out gators and other wildlife. The highlight of the day was when they caught a huge, 100-pound alligator 
that had never been captured before for weighing and measuring! The biologist let Ryland name the critter, so 
he named it Ryland before discovering it was a girl, so he changed the name to Rylanda! “My wish came true and 
even more!” Ryland gushed after the tour was over.

Between the zoo and the Everglades, the family had time to wind down and enjoy the beach at Key Largo. It was 
Ryland’s first time in the ocean and on a beach, and he loved it! He and his family spent all day building sand  
castles and memories.

“He was able to feel normal for a few days. He could talk about dreams for the future without his disease  
being a thought. He fell in love with animals even more and connected with his family. It was an experience of 
a lifetime that we could have never made happen without Make-A-Wish Colorado,” his mom said with a smile.

It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for Ryland but he’s pretty sure he’ll go back to Florida one day to visit  
Rylanda, making him one of the few people who can say “See you later, alligator,” and really mean it!

I wish to meet an alligator!



I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World Resorts 
Riley, 5 
diseases of the nervous system



I wish to go to Disney World!
Five-year-old Riley loves all things Disney, especially Minnie Mouse. Her favorite show is Mickey 
Mouse Clubhouse. Just hearing the theme song and seeing Mickey and Minnie onscreen brings joy to 
her eyes and comfort to her soul. She is nonverbal, but words aren’t necessary to understand her love 
for these characters.

Riley’s parents understood their daughter’s one true wish: to meet Minnie and Mickey Mouse. Soon the 
tickets were booked and Riley and her family were headed to Walt Disney World Resorts! 

During their trip to Florida, Riley and her family enjoyed all the amenities inside and outside the park, 
especially at Give Kids the World Village®, where wish families stay when visiting the parks. Her family 
loved the atmosphere of the Village. Her mom described their time there as magical. “It allowed us to 
take a break from all the hard stuff and spend a week in the safety of Give Kids the World. It helped 
our family grow closer.”

Riley went on rides with her dad, rode horses with her mom, snapped photos with her brother and met 
two of her favorite “Frozen” characters, Anna and Elsa. However, the most exciting moment of the trip 
for Riley was when she spent nearly an hour alone with Minnie Mouse. Leading up to the trip, it was the 
idea of meeting Minnie that excited Riley the most. Every time the mouse’s name was mentioned, she 
broke into a huge grin! Meeting Minnie meant so much to Riley and it gave her family a very special and 
unique memory to take home with them.

Riley’s mom summed up the wish beautifully. “Make-A-Wish changes lives. Granting a wish benefits 
not only the wish kid, but the whole family. It was something exciting to look forward to and the trip 
created memories we will cherish forever.”



I wish to have a tree house! 
Cross is a fun-loving, playful, and active five-year-old boy with a big imagination. He has leukemia but that doesn’t 
stop him from playing in the backyard with his siblings! When Cross heard that he was going to have his wish 
granted by Make-A-Wish Colorado, he combined his two favorite things: playing outside and rodeos. He wished 
for a barn-themed tree house so he could play outside, regardless of the weather, in a place he could call his own.

Cross had plenty of his own ideas that he wanted incorporated into his tree house: swings, big windows, a slide, 
and room for his sleeping bag. “When we talked about his tree house, the thing Cross was most excited about was 
sleeping in it,” his mom said. 

On construction day, Cross could hardly contain his excitement. He spent the whole day with the builders. He 
even helped them unload supplies from the trailer! The builders were very impressed with Cross’ work ethic and 
invited him to build tree houses with them all summer. Cross thought about it a minute and quipped back, “Maybe 
you all could come play rodeo with me all summer instead!”

When he finally clambered up the rock wall for the first time, Cross was ecstatic. The tree house was perfect. The 
outside was just as he envisioned: a barn; but this one was on stilts! There was a rock wall to climb up and Cross’ 
choice of a slide or pole to get down. There was also a pulley-system suspended outside the big barn windows for 
Cross to move his supplies in and out. Cross’ mom said the most important part was the swings. “He would swing 
all day if we let him,” she explained.

The inside was nothing short of magical. A big barn door opened to reveal the inside, which was big enough for 
multiple sleeping bags. It even had a built-in loft with a ladder to provide Cross with his own special sleeping spot! 

Cross’ tree house was much more than a barn on stilts. Up here, his cancer couldn’t touch him. He could be  
anything he wanted to be: a cowboy, an astronaut, a spy, a superhero, whatever his mind dreamed up. Most  
importantly, he could be a kid.



I wish to have 
a tree house

Cross, 5 
leukemia



Wish kid Alex was diagnosed with lymphoma at just 11 years old. Suddenly, his carefree childhood was replaced 

with a new one that was full of hospital visits, tests and meetings with doctors. He received chemotherapy once 

a week to treat his cancer and one year later was in remission! He celebrated by going on a Caribbean cruise,  

courtesy of Make-A-Wish Colorado.

Both Alex and his family received phenomenal treatment throughout the entire experience. One highlight was 

dining with the captain and getting to sit in the captain’s chair! But for Alex, the greatest moments were found 

when he would head up to the small chapel at the very top of the ship. He spent time there each night, reflecting 

and writing about how thankful he was for his life and the vacation.

Because the trip was shortly after Alex finished treatment, it was a  

treasured opportunity for his entire family to “heal and grow together 

again,” said Alex. He said that it was something they wouldn’t have been 

able to share in that moment without the help of Make-A-Wish.

Today, now 17-year-old Alex is still intentional with his time 

and has chosen to give back to Make-A-Wish Colorado as 

a member of the Youth Leadership Council, a group of high 

school students who are passionate about philanthropy and 

assisting Make-A-Wish through service and fundraising. 

Alex’s story is one of resilience and gratitude that shows the 

life-changing and lasting impact of a wish.

Where are they now?



I wish to go on a 
Caribbean cruise 

Alex, wish granted 2014 
lymphoma



I wish to go
to Switzerland
Solei, 11

cancer

I wish to go
to Hawaii
Emilio, 6

leukemia

I wish to have 
a basketball court
Ethan, 16

cancer

I wish to 
go to London
Victor, 9

blood disorder

I wish to go to  
Walt Disney World Resorts
Kelsie, 4

leukemia



I wish to go to 
Walt Disney World Resorts
Alan, 10

heart transplant

I wish to go on a 
Disney Cruise Line®

Lily, 6

nervous system disorder

I wish to go to  
Walt Disney World Resorts
Kelsie, 4

leukemia

I wish to go to the season finale
of RuPaul’s Drag Race
Lilian, 18

lymphoma

I wish to meet
the Broncos
Malachi, 14

kidney failure

I wish to have
a quinceañera
Anahi, 15

blood disorder



I wish to go to  
Walt Disney World Resorts
Jordan, 10

congenital heart disease

I wish to go on a
Royal Caribbean® Cruise
Madison, 16

nervous system disorder

I wish to go
to Hawaii
Ethan, 18

nervous system disorder

I wish to go
to the beach
Adriana, 3

cancer

I wish to have a
backyard playhouse
Oriah, 3

cancer
I wish to go
to Bora Bora
Elizabeth, 13

congenital heart disease

I wish to go  
to NASA
Aiden, 7

nervous system disorder



I wish to go
to Bora Bora
Elizabeth, 13

congenital heart disease

I wish to go  
to NASA
Aiden, 7

nervous system disorder

I wish to go 
to New Zealand
Quade, 11

leukemia

I wish to go
to LEGOLAND®

Wyatt, 6

congenital heart disease I wish to go to
Walt Disney World Resorts
Kaden, 6

brain tumor

I wish to have a
shopping spree
Katiana, 18

lymphoma

I wish to go on a
beach getaway 
Hadlee, 3

leukemia

I wish to go to 
New York City
Amy, 18

lymphoma
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